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PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Nov 28th 2007

MCI ANNOUNCES LAUNCH OF SUSTAINABILITY SERVICES 
As part of its active commitment to promote environmentally responsible business practices MCI announces the launch of MCI Sustainable Services. MCI’s Sustainability Services will include Sustainability Consulting and Green Event Management for clients in the supplier, association and corporate markets.

MCI´s experience as a global leader in Events, Communications and Association Management provides an ideal platform to launch MCI’s Sustainability Services to meet a rapidly growing demand for this expertise. Our team brings unique, hands on experience and industry leading methodology to the fields of Sustainability Consulting and Green Event Management.  Our expansive industry networks can bring real value for the benefit of our clients’.

One of the two products, MCI’s Sustainability Consulting, will provide an evaluation of a client’s or suppliers environmental ‘footprint’ and practical solutions for a sound sustainability plan. Key components will include Carbon Reduction strategies, Operational Protocols, Staff Training and tracking systems needed for annual Sustainability Reporting.   
Guy Bigwood, MCI’s Corporate Social Responsibility Director comments that ‘Our core business is building community through the organization of events. The gathering of large numbers of people inherently creates an environmental impact. To continue to be successful we believe that our long term growth must strike a balance between the needs of the economy, the environment and society. MCI has a corporate responsibility to understand, measure and reduce the impact of our projects.  Creating MCI Sustainability Services is an integral component of this aspiration to build community for a better world.’

The second product, MCI’s Green Event Management, will offer clients end to end solutions for the dynamically evolving sector of Green Meetings.  Bigwood adds, ‘Green Meetings is a newer, more responsible approach for companies who organize meetings.  MCI has always made effort to provide ethical and safe events and now, as part of our commitment as signatory members of the UN Global Compact, we will employ innovative methodology to address the need to reduce the environmental footprint of every event we manage’.  

As a key part of Green Event Management methodology, MCI will bring special value to clients with the MeetGreensm Event Calculator.  MeetGreensm provides the industry’s only objective environmental impact measuring tool and provides clients objective data for their event to include comments on Carbon Offsetting, waste diversion, food miles and social responsibility. MeetGreen will allow organizers year to year benchmarking for their events and actionable data for Boards and stakeholders.

To support these initiatives, MCI has announced the appointment of Michael Luehrs as Sustainability Services Manager.  While at his previous post with Hilton’s Doubletree Hotel in Portland, Oregon, USA, Luehrs was the spearhead of a comprehensive and innovative sustainability plan that was recognized with the State of Oregon’s Sustainability Award and Green seal certification.  Luehrs joins 23 ‘CSR Champions’ appointed by MCI to support sales teams and their partners to bring sustainable solutions to MCI.

For further information about MCI's CSR strategy please visit www.mci-group.com/csr 

About MCI

Founded in 1987, MCI is the foremost global Association, Communication and Event Management Company. With offices in 22 cities in Europe, the Middle East, India and Asia, we are thought-leaders in building community around brands, products and services for companies and institutions. MCI employs 700 professionals dedicated to creating events, incentives, congresses and exhibitions, and managing associations. The budget under management by year-end 2006 was 120 M€. For more information please visit: www.mci-group.com.
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