SmithBucklin Promotes Michael Amato to Director, Financial Management & 

                             Accounting Services

    CHICAGO - March 26, 2007 - SmithBucklin, the world's largest association management company, announced today that Michael Amato has been promoted to Director, Financial Management & Accounting Services.  He serves as Chief Financial Officer for Cosmetologists Chicago, and is responsible for the day-to-day operations of Financial Management & Accounting Services in SmithBucklin's Chicago office.  Since joining SmithBucklin in 1997, Amato has served more than 50 client organizations, including the North American Food Equipment Manufacturers and the Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and 

Associates.

    "We are pleased to recognize Michael for his continued commitment and passion for client stewardship," said Marc Charon, vice president, Financial Management & Accounting Services. "I am extremely confident in Michael's leadership skills and his abilities to provide the very best service to our clients."

    Amato joined SmithBucklin as an accountant and has been promoted to senior accountant, manager and senior manager prior to this promotion.  He has more than 10 years of accounting and financial management experience with organizations in the technology, business/trade and health care fields.  Prior to joining SmithBucklin, he was an auditor with the public accounting firm Altschuler, Melvoin & Glasser.

    Amato received a Bachelor of Science degree in accounting / international business from Illinois State University and has been a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) since 1998.  He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Illinois CPA Society and the Association Forum of Chicagoland.  Amato also serves on the board of directors for Suzanne's Friends-For Life, a chapter of the National Leukemia Research Foundation.

    About SmithBucklin

    SmithBucklin is the world's largest association management and 

professional services company providing flexible, tailored full-service 

management and function/project-specific services to more than 235 trade associations, professional societies, technology user groups, government institutes/agencies and corporations. SmithBucklin's mission is to drive growth and build sustained competitiveness for client organizations. Founded in 1949, the company employs 750 professionals specializing in all phases of association activity including executive management, member and chapter administration, convention and trade show management, marketing and branding, Web services, education and programs, government relations and financial management. SmithBucklin manages more than $250 million in annual client budgets from offices in Chicago, Washington, DC, St. Louis and Durham, NC. SmithBucklin is 100% employee owned. For more information, please visit 

www.smithbucklin.com or call 1.800.539.9740.
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