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Ellen Shortill Joins Courtesy Associates to Direct
Fuel Cell Seminar & Exposition and TRICARE Conferences

WASHINGTON, D.C. – May 15, 2008 – Courtesy Associates, ranked by the Washington Business Journal as the No. 1 meeting and event planning firm in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area, announced today that Ellen Shortill has joined the company as a senior project manager.  Shortill will direct all aspects of the Fuel Cell Seminar & Exposition, the TRICARE Military Health System (MHS) Conference and the TRICARE Communications & Customer Service Conference.  She also will have strategic planning responsibilities in support of Courtesy’s new association and non-profit clients.
The annual Fuel Cell Seminar & Exposition averages more than 2,800 participants and 250 exhibit booths.  The annual TRICARE MHS conference draws more than 4,500 people over five days and includes 450 exhibits and hundreds of poster sessions.  

“Ellen brings more than 15 years of event planning and leadership experience managing diverse teams and programs,” said Sheila Stampfli, president of Courtesy Associates.  “With her strong strategic thinking skills and her proven ability to plan and implement programs and events that surpass organizational objectives, Ellen will be a true asset in driving meetings success for both our association and government clients.”

Throughout her career, Shortill has managed and directed more than 300 local, citywide and international meetings for association and non-profit groups ranging in size from 200 to 15,000 attendees.  Prior to joining Courtesy Associates, Shortill developed expertise working with scientific societies, most recently as director of meetings for the Optical Society of America (OSA), where she oversaw operations for three citywide meetings and more than 20 international special interest conferences.  Most notably, she coordinated the Optical Fiber Communication/National Fiber Optic Engineers Conference, which drew 13,000 attendees and included more than 600 exhibitors.  The show is ranked by Tradeshow Week as one of the Top 200 trade shows in the country.  Previously, Shortill served as meetings program manager for the meetings division of the American Geophysical Union. 

Shortill holds a Bachelor of Arts in international relations from American University in Washington, D.C.
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About Courtesy Associates

Courtesy Associates is a recognized leader in the full-service conference and event management industry. Courtesy serves a wide range of clients in the government, medical, technical, association and corporate arenas, creating programs for audiences ranging from 50 to 15,000. Courtesy provides clients with a single point of contact and unparalleled expertise in vendor negotiation and management, logistics and planning (onsite, pre- and post-event), exhibit and sponsorship sales, budget development and oversight, theme development and event design, production, event marketing and fundraising, and site selection. Courtesy Associates is owned by SmithBucklin, the world’s largest association management and professional services company with more than 750 employees. SmithBucklin is 100% employee owned. For more information, please visit www.courtesyassociates.com.
About SmithBucklin

SmithBucklin is the world’s largest association management and professional services company providing flexible, tailored full-service management and function/project-specific services to more than 225 trade associations, professional societies, technology user groups, government institutes/agencies and corporations. SmithBucklin’s mission is to drive growth and build sustained competitiveness for client organizations. Founded in 1949, the company employs 750 professionals specializing in all phases of association activity including executive management, member and chapter administration, convention and trade show management, marketing and branding, Web services, education and programs, government relations and financial management. SmithBucklin manages more than $200 million in annual client budgets from offices in Chicago, Washington, DC, St. Louis and Durham, NC. SmithBucklin is 100% employee owned. For more information, please visit www.smithbucklin.com or call 1.800.539.9740.

.

Chicago   Washington, DC   St. Louis   Durham, NC


