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SmithBucklin Executive Vice President Michael Payne Named
Chairman of PCMA Education Foundation Board of Trustees
CHICAGO – Oct. 23, 2008 – SmithBucklin, the world’s largest association management company, announced today that SmithBucklin Executive Vice President Michael Payne has been named the 2009 Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Professional Convention Management Association (PCMA) Education Foundation. 
PCMA is the professional resource and premier educator for the meetings and convention industry, whose mission is to deliver superior and innovative education and promote the value of professional convention management.  Formed in 1985, the PCMA Education Foundation supports the mission of the PCMA through fundraising and grant giving focused on education and research that will benefit the meetings and conventions industry.  During the past 23 years, the Foundation has developed numerous educational offerings and has contributed to the creation of important industry research. 
As executive vice president at SmithBucklin, Payne is the company’s executive representative to the hospitality industry.  In addition, he is responsible for the oversight of the Washington, D.C., and St. Louis office operations, as well as SmithBucklin’s service offerings worldwide, including those offered by the SmithBucklin + MCI Global Partnership.  Payne also serves as the executive director of the International Association of Airport Duty Free Stores, an international trade association of approximately 500 company members.  He is a member of SmithBucklin’s Board of Directors.
“I had the pleasure of working with Michael when he was chairman of the PCMA Board of Directors and I truly look forward to working with him again as he leads the PCMA Education Foundation in 2009,” said Deborah Sexton, president and CEO of PCMA and president of the PCMA Education Foundation.  “His leadership skills and knowledge of PCMA and the industry will help ensure success for our foundation.”

Prior to joining SmithBucklin in 1980, Payne held several U.S. government positions, including deputy to the assistant secretary for congressional affairs in the U.S. Department of Commerce.  He also worked in the Department’s Office of Coastal Zone Management and the Economic Development Administration.  He has held many PCMA volunteer positions, including chairman of the PCMA board in 2004, and was recognized as the PCMA Education Foundation’s 2007 Meeting Professional Honoree.  
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Payne has also served on the board of the Center for Exhibition Industry Research and on several visitors bureau and hotel advisory boards including Hilton Hotels, Starwood Hotels and Resorts Worldwide, and Fairmont Hotels and Resorts.  He is a member of Meeting Professionals International and ASAE & The Center for Association Leadership.

Henry S. Givray, chairman and CEO of SmithBucklin, said, “I congratulate Michael on this appointment, which is a result of his passion, dedication and stature within our industry.  SmithBucklin remains committed to participating in a meaningful way with our partners in the hospitality community.”

# # #
About SmithBucklin

SmithBucklin is the world’s largest association management and professional services company

Providing flexible, tailored full-service management and function/project-specific services to more than

225 trade associations, professional societies, technology user groups, government institutes/agencies and corporations. SmithBucklin’s mission is to drive growth and build sustained competitiveness for client organizations. Founded in 1949, the company employs 750 professionals specializing in all phases of association activity including executive management; member and chapter administration, convention and trade show management, marketing and branding, Web services, education and programs, government relations and financial management. SmithBucklin manages more than $275 million in annual client budgets from offices in Chicago, Washington, DC, St. Louis and Durham, NC. SmithBucklin is 100% employee owned. For more information, please visit www.smithbucklin.com or call 1.800.539.9740.
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