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PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Nov 28th  2007

MCI APPOINTS NEW SUSTAINABILITY SERVICES MANAGER TO EXPAND THE GROUP'S CSR COMMITMENT 

As part of its active commitment to produce events and meetings that are environmentally and socially responsible, MCI today announces the appointment of Michael Luehrs as Sustainability Services Manager, charged with developing and rolling out MCI's sustainability services - including strategic consultancy, online tools, training courses, and advice on best practice and operational process.
He will work with MCI's global accounts and large associations to measure and assess the full ecological footprint of their meetings and events, with the aim of reducing CO2 emissions and environmental impact and feeding findings into clients' CSR and carbon disclosure reports. The initial rollout will include strategic consulting and implementation services to analyse, measure, report and reduce the environmental impact of clients' meetings and events.  

Michael will report to Guy Bigwood, MCI's CSR Director, who says, "Simply put, Michael Luehrs is one of the leading green meeting experts in the world. His ability to shape and drive real, practical reductions in environmental impact will be invaluable in helping our clients to make their events carbon-neutral and socially positive. He will be developing and rolling out our sustainability services and tools, offering clients a simple, concise and pragmatic approach - with the upside being, what gets measured, gets managed."
Michael joins from Doubletree Hotel & Executive Meeting Centre in Portland where, as Director of Operations for the last 3 years, he has spearheaded the development of environmental initiatives, winning numerous "green" awards along the way including the Green Seal Certification and the State of Oregon's Sustainability Award. More importantly, his efforts generated tangible results across a wide range of activities, including landfill waste reduction, electricity mitigation and local purchasing as well as a significant increase in business thanks to the positioning of the hotel as one of the leading green hotels in the US.

Talking of his new position at MCI, Michael says, "Every business needs to be working harder and faster to reduce its environmental impacts. And I am very excited to be joining a company that shares my sustainability goals and is in a position to influence not just its own clients but the events and meetings industry as a whole through its extensive network. My new role at MCI will enable me to make a real difference to the way the sector affects the environment."

For further information about MCI's CSR strategy please visit www.mci-group.com/csr 
About MCI
Founded in 1987, MCI is the foremost global Association, Communication and Event Management Company. With offices in 22 cities in Europe, the Middle East, India and Asia, we are thought-leaders in building community around brands, products and services for companies and institutions. MCI employs 700 professionals dedicated to creating events, incentives, congresses and exhibitions, and managing associations. The budget under management by year-end 2006 was 120 M€. For more information please visit: www.mci-group.com.
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