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PRESS RELEASE








July 10th 2007
MCI celebrates 20 years of growth and success.
On July 1st 2007 MCI celebrated its 20th anniversary by announcing that in the business year 2006 it returned a volume of business (turnover) of EUR 118.80 m (CHF 192.45 m +32.9%), with a gross margin (GM or GP) of EUR 33.26 m (CHF 53.88 m +24%). MCI is the leading Association, Communications and Events Management Company. For 2006, our corporate and association clients represented 53.68% and 46.32% respectively of our revenues. 
MCI was founded exactly 20 years ago in Geneva, Switzerland and has grown, since its second office opened in Zürich in 1999, through start-ups (MCI Paris and MCI Stuttgart in 2003, MCI Barcelona and MCI Madrid in 2004, MCI Singapore in 2005, MCI Dubai, MCI Vienna, MCI Prague and MCI Shanghai in 2006) and acquisitions (Transit Communications and Podiums to become MCI Lyon in 2000 and 2001, Status Communications to become MCI Petersfield/London in 2002, GIC Brussels to become MCI Brussels in 2003, Congress Partner to become MCI Berlin in 2005, StoCon to become MCI Stockholm in 2006, Inspiro to become MCI Gothenburg and of Ovation to become MCI Dublin and MCI Belfast in 2007) to a global company with 615 talents in 19 offices and 13 countries. 

MCI’s volume of business (turnover) increased from EUR 83.70 m in 2005 to EUR 118.80 m in 2006 (CHF 129.7 m to 192.45 m ). Our gross margin of EUR 33.26 m (CHF 53.88 m) represents a 24% increase compared to 2005. Corporate and Association clients contributed 53.68% and 46.32% respectively to our revenues. Our business development was generated from organic growth as well as from acquisitions and start-ups. 

The forecast for 2007 predicts an increase of volume of business (turnover) of 45% to EUR 172.84 m (CHF 280.00 m) and a gross margin (GM or GP) of EUR 49.38 m (CHF 80.00 m) which represents an increase of 48%. 
The MCI offices’ contributions to the group in 2006 were as follows: 35% from the Geneva office, 22% from Brussels, 10% from Paris and Lyon, 8% from Petersfield/London, 6% from Zurich and Stuttgart, 3% from Berlin and Vienna, 3% from Barcelona and Madrid and 2% from Singapore and Shanghai.

MCI was profitable for its 19th consecutive business year, with a net contribution of EUR 2.76 m (CHF4.47 m +221% from 2005). At end of 2006, MCI’s counted 492 talents (+56.7% from 2005) and by June 2007, 615 talents.

In February 2006, MCI joined with US based market leader SmithBucklin to create the SmithBucklin + MCI Global Partnership to deliver seamless association and event management services worldwide. SmithBucklin is the world’s largest association management company.
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About MCI
Founded in 1987 and with offices in Barcelona, Belfast, Berlin, Brussels, Dubai, Dublin, Geneva, Gothenburg, Lyon, Madrid, Paris, Petersfield/London, Prague, Shanghai, Singapore, Stockholm, Stuttgart, Vienna and Zurich, MCI is the foremost global Association, Communication and Event Management company. Thought-leaders in building community around brands, products and services for companies and institutions, MCI holds a strategic alliance with SmithBucklin for a Global Partnership. MCI was rated 4th largest by business volume in the European Agency Benchmarking Study (Financial Benchmarks – European Event Organisers 2006” http://www.a14bha.co.uk/control/category/~category_id=SURVEYS) and nominated one of the top 200 fastest growing companies in Europe by Europe’s 500 (http://www.europe500.com/pages2/results2006.php?starta). For more information please visit: www.mci-group.com.
MCI Core services (Product Practices) are:

· Destination Management (DMC)

· Meetings & Events

· Professional Congress Organisation (PCO) and Exhibition Management

· Association Management (AMC)

· Creative Production

· Communications

· Performance Improvement Programmes

For further information please contact:
Mr. Martti Wichmann

Director Marketing & Communications

MCI Group Holding SA

75, Rue de Lyon


CH – 1211 Geneva 13

Switzerland

Tel : +41 (0)22 33 99 530

Fax : +41 (0)22 33 99 501

e-mail : martti@mci-group.com
