IFTA retains DrakeCo (continued)
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International Fruit Tree Association retains Drake & Company for association management
CHESTERFIELD, Mo. (September 9, 2009) – Starting September 16 the International Fruit Tree Association will have a new address.
IFTA has retained Drake & Company, an accredited association management firm, to serve as the association’s headquarters and staff. DrakeCo replaces Susan Pheasant, who has served as IFTA executive director since 2004.
“The retirement of Susan Pheasant as Executive Director of IFTA has provided an opportunity for some soul searching on behalf of the IFTA Board as to what we want for our association in the future,” said IFTA President Larry Lutz. “Traditionally, we have relied on the services of one or two part time individuals to manage all aspects of our affairs. By partnering with DrakeCo, we expect to take advantage of the multiple individuals they employ who are specialists in their own disciplines.” 
Rick Dungey, a veteran account executive with DrakeCo, will serve as executive director for IFTA. Most recently, Dungey has led the MidStates Hearth, Patio and Barbecue Association as executive director and managed public relations for the National Christmas Tree Association.
“We’re excited to bring IFTA on board,” Dungey said. “We’re still learning the fruit tree industry, but with our experience in administration, event planning, member relations, educational program development and financial operations for other agricultural associations and nonprofits, we have the tools to meet the needs of IFTA members and the industry. It’s going to be a great partnership.”
Effective September 16, the IFTA’s new address and phone number will be:
International Fruit Tree Association

16020 Swingley Ridge Road, Suite 300

Chesterfield, MO 63017

Phone: (636) 449-5083

Fax: (636) 449-5051
The IFTA web site, www.ifruittree.org, will remain. Dungey can be reached via e-mail at dungey@ifruittree.org.
The IFTA Board of Directors saw the reliance on an individual as a concern because one person is expected to be an expert in all areas – from tree fruit production to book keeping to acting as a travel agent. DrakeCo offers IFTA specialists in organizational functions such as accounting, public relations and meeting planning, and will engage members and fruit tree experts to provide production and industry-specific advice. 
Members may notice an increased presence of the president, other board members and industry experts at IFTA tours and conferences, as Dungey will act more in a management role than an educational one, Lutz said. Otherwise, a smooth transition from Pheasant’s leadership to DrakeCo is expected. 

“The only bump members should notice is the change of address and phone number,” Dungey said.

Lutz and the IFTA Board of Directors are excited for the future of the organization.

“Drake & Company comes highly recommended by other agricultural organizations who utilize their management services, and we are very excited about where this partnership will take our association in the future,” Lutz added. “We anticipate that this change will result in increased service to our members and more comprehensive reporting back to the IFTA Board.”

The International Fruit Tree Association was established in 1958 "to promote an understanding of the nature and use of dwarf fruit trees through research, education and dissemination of information." In furtherance of its mission, to be the leading international organization advancing intensive orchard systems, IFTA conducts an annual educational conference, publishes the Compact Fruit Tree journal, leads an annual orchard tour, sponsors tree fruit study tours and provides funding for research projects. For more information about IFTA, go to: www.ifruittree.org.
Drake & Company is a full-service, AMC Institute-accredited, association management company. DrakeCo serves as the headquarters and staff for leading national and international associations and specializes in management of trade, industry and individual member-based associations. Since its establishment in 1992, DrakeCo has made a name for itself by growing its clients’ membership, creating new associations and developing award-winning cause-related marketing initiatives such as the Trees for Troops campaign.

For more information about Drake & Company, go to: www.drakeco.com or contact Steve Drake.
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