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Diane Swenson Joins SmithBucklin as President of the

National Lumber and Building Material Dealers Association 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Jan. 31, 2008 – SmithBucklin, the world’s largest association management company, announced today that Diane Swenson has joined the company as an Association Executive, serving as President of the National Lumber and Building Material Dealers Association (NLBMDA).  In her new role, Swenson will work out of SmithBucklin’s Washington, D.C., office to manage all aspects of the association’s operations, lead the SmithBucklin team and assume responsibility for meeting the strategic goals set by NLBMDA’s leadership. 

Established in 1916 by a group of retail lumbermen, NLBMDA was founded to address the social, economic and political needs of the lumber and building material industry.  NLBMDA represents more than 8,000 lumber and building material dealers and the largest regional chains across the United States. Collectively, these dealers employ more than 400,000 professionals and sell the majority of building products used in nearly two million housing projects year-round. 

“Diane brings to SmithBucklin more than 15 years of experience in association management, including a background managing business trade associations,” said Russell Snyder, senior vice president of client management for SmithBucklin’s Washington, D.C.-based client organizations.  “With her impressive, proven leadership ability and her strong strategic planning and people management skills, I am confident she’ll support NLBMDA in its mission to grow and continue to provide value to its professional communities.”

Prior to joining SmithBucklin, Swenson served as executive vice president and chief operations officer of the National Association of Federal Credit Unions, where she was responsible for all operational aspects of the association, which serves nearly 1,000 member credit unions.  Previously, Swenson was executive vice president of the American Tort Reform Association.  Prior to that, she worked in the congressional office of former Sen. Larry Pressler (R-S.D.).
Swenson holds a Bachelor of Arts in history from Augustana College in Sioux Falls, S.D., and a Juris Doctorate from Hamline University School of Law in St. Paul, Minn.  She is also a Certified Association Executive (CAE), designated by the American Society of Association Executives. 
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About SmithBucklin

SmithBucklin is the world’s largest association management and professional services company providing flexible, tailored full-service management and function/project-specific services to more than 225 trade associations, professional societies, technology user groups, government institutes/agencies and corporations. SmithBucklin’s mission is to drive growth and build sustained competitiveness for client organizations. Founded in 1949, the company employs 750 professionals specializing in all phases of association activity including executive management, member and chapter administration, convention and trade show management, marketing and branding, Web services, education and programs, government relations and financial management. SmithBucklin manages more than $200 million in annual client budgets from offices in Chicago, Washington, DC, St. Louis and Durham, NC. SmithBucklin is 100% employee owned. For more information, please visit www.smithbucklin.com or call 1.800.539.9740.
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