Diana Voto of Disney Resort Destinations Accepts 2006 EARS to You Grant Award

In 2006 more than 700 Walt Disney World Volunteers donated 204,000 hours of service throughout the Central Florida community. In New York City 64 Disney Volunteers where honored for their 19,158 service hours to worthy causes through out the City

On April 27th Diana Voto, CMP, National Sales Director Disney Resort Destinations proudly accepted a $1000 2006 EARS to You Grant Award from the Walt Disney Company along with the President Service Award from the President's Council on Service and Civic Participation. The Grant will go to the charity of Voto's choice, designated to be the Fresh Air Fund. Since 1877, The Fresh Air Fund, a not-for-profit agency, has provided free summer vacations in the country to more than 1.7 million New York City children from disadvantaged communities. Each year, thousands of children visit volunteer host families in 13 states and Canada through the Friendly Town Program or attend Fresh Air Fund camps.

The Grant was the result of 174 service hours that Voto contributed to various civic an volunteer service organizations through out the year . The majority of service hours were dedicated to the Fresh Air Fund and participation in the Friendly Town Program. Last summer the Voto family hosted nine year old Tyrek at their home. Fresh Air children are boys and girls, from six to 18 years old, who live in New York City. The majority of Fresh Air children are from families receiving some form of public assistance (such as food stamps, free school lunch, Medicaid). These are often families without the resources to send their children on summer vacations. Most of the children are African-American or Latino, and many live in single parent households. Most inner-city youngsters grow up in towering apartment buildings without large, open outdoor play spaces. Concrete playgrounds cannot replace the freedom of running barefoot through the grass or riding bikes down country lanes.
