Curtis Rooney Joins SmithBucklin as Executive Director of Health Industry Group Purchasing Association and Healthcare Industry Supply Chain Institute

    CHICAGO - May 17, 2007 - SmithBucklin, the world's largest association management company, announced today that Curtis Rooney has joined the company as an Association Executive serving as the Executive Director of the Health Industry Group Purchasing Association (HIGPA) and the newly-formed Healthcare Industry Supply Chain Institute (HISCI).  Rooney will work out of SmithBucklin's Washington, D.C., office to manage all aspects of the organizations' operations, lead the SmithBucklin teams, assume responsibility for meeting the strategic goals set by HIGPA and HISCI's leadership and serve as the spokesperson on national and international health care issues for both organizations.

    HIGPA is a broad-based trade association that represents more than 20 health care group purchasing organizations (GPOs), including for-profit and not-for-profit corporations, purchasing groups, associations, multi-hospital systems and health care provider alliances.  HIGPA's mission is to advocate on behalf of GPOs, to provide educational opportunities designed to improve efficiencies in the purchase, sale and utilization of all goods and services within the health industry, and to promote meaningful dialogue between GPOs.

    HISCI membership is open to all companies involved in the health care supply chain.  The Institute functions as a point of convergence for collaborative solutions that increase efficiencies in the delivery of goods, products and services to the health care provider and consumer, while also promoting quality and enhancing patient care.

    "Curtis brings to SmithBucklin more than 15 years of successful government relations and association experience in the health care industry," said SmithBucklin President and COO Julie Silverstein. "We are excited that he will be working to advance the missions of HIGPA and HISCI."

    Prior to joining SmithBucklin, Rooney was senior associate director and counsel, federal relations, for the American Hospital Association, where he was involved with issues including Medicare payment, medical liability reform, disaster preparedness, mental health services, telemedicine and the Employment Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA).  Previously, he practiced health care law with the firm Arent Fox LLP in Washington, D.C., where he handled a variety of health care legislative and regulatory issues involving Medicare compliance, self-referral, physician licensure, ambulatory surgical centers and telemedicine.

    Rooney holds a bachelor's degree from The George Washington University and a Juris Doctorate from the Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law, both in Washington, D.C.  He is a member of the Maryland and District of Columbia bar associations and is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court.  Rooney has written and spoken extensively on telemedicine, ERISA and health care reform.  He is a member of numerous professional organizations and the board of directors of the Washington, D.C.-based Center for Telehealth & E-Health Law.

    About SmithBucklin

    SmithBucklin is the world's largest association management and 

professional services company providing flexible, tailored full-service 

management and function/project-specific services to more than 235 trade associations, professional societies, technology user groups, government institutes/agencies and corporations. SmithBucklin's mission is to drive growth and build sustained competitiveness for client organizations. Founded in 1949, the company employs 750 professionals specializing in all phases of association activity including executive management, member and chapter administration, convention and trade show management, marketing and branding, Web services, education and programs, government relations and financial management. SmithBucklin manages more than $250 million in annual client budgets from offices in Chicago, Washington, DC, St. Louis and Durham, NC. SmithBucklin is 100% employee owned. For more information, please visit 

http://www.smithbucklin.com or call 1.800.539.9740.
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